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Summary
BudgetUni is a mobile app expense tracker 
and budget manager aimed to help college 

students and young adults solve the problem 
of overspending by keeping track of everyday 

and recurring expenses. Its main goal is to 
help users learn about personal finance and 

improve financial literacy by organizing 
personal expenses. Its most unique feature 
accomplishes this goal by allowing users to 
share with their friends and family to track 

and set budget goals together.



Main 
Objective
Teach young 
adults and college 
students financial 
literacy

What will this 
app achieve?
Make budgeting 
and saving money 
easier for people 
who are new to 
managing their 
own finances

Why?

Educating young 
adults about 
managing money 
can set them up 
for financial 
success in the 
future

Goals



Primary Users Secondary Users
College Students / 

Young Adults

Acclimate to future 
financial responsibilities 

and learn about 
personal finance

Adults (30+)

Maintain good 
budgeting and financial 

habits for the rest of 
their adulthood

Users and Benefits



Marketplace Overview



 

Differentiation Strategy

Users are able to link their accounts with 
their family members’/partner’s accounts. 
● Set budget and goals together with 

friends
● Share budget with family and/or others 

to follow and track spending
○ This is a feature that only one 

competitor has (and is a paid 
feature)



 

User Research Recommendations
● Financial literacy lessons/modules/tips should be short in 

length
○ TikTok style makes users more likely to watch

● Sharing feature should be limited to only setting budget 
goals with friends and family

● Notifications are the most effective way to remind users of 
due dates (bill reminders)

● The more visuals the better
○ Interactive visuals to theoretically break down where to spend
○ Visuals to show how much user has spent and dollar amounts
○ Visual meter for budget goals and savings
○ Visuals for due dates



Amelia
Age: 26
Hometown: New Jersey
Major: Music Industry
Occupation: Technical Sales

Andy Imani
Age: 20
Hometown: China
Major: Business
Occupation: Student

Age: 18
Hometown: Houston, TX
Major: Psychology, 
Gender Studies
Occupation: 
Student/Barista

Biography

Goals

Motivations

Amelia is a recent grad school graduate that 
moved back in with her parents to save on 
rent. She has a remote job which allows her to 
travel and work wherever she wants. She is 
financially independent aside from living at 
home.

● Save for an overseas trip to Japan 
● Accumulate $100,000 in savings
● Afford a decent sized NYC apartment

● Needs bill payment reminders
● Wants motivation to save more 

money
● Wants to keep track of her 

expenses

Biography

Goals

Motivations

Andy is a sophomore international student 
who lives off campus on his own. He mainly 
use parents’ credit cards for daily expenses. 

● Save $1000 for a short spring break trip
● Save $2500 for a personal computer

● Want to manage and track 
expenses of the credit card with 
parents

Biography

Goals

Motivations

Imani is a freshman in college who is enjoying her 
new life as a college student and taking advantage 
of her newfound freedom by going out with 
friends to eat or shop, partying, and traveling 
around the city. She works as a barista part-time in 
between her studies.

● Save up to buy a car (without parents’ 
financial assistance)

● Build her savings in a high investment 
account

● Wants to log all of her spending in order to 
set limits for herself

● Wants to reach her saving goals



Ideation



Site Map



User Task Flow:
Saving Goals

User Scenario

Imani is a college student who is tired of 
paying for Ubers everytime she goes 
out. She needs to find a platform that 
helps her divide her income that way 
she knows where to cut back and can 
allocate some money from her 
paycheck into a savings for a new car.

Imani



Lo-Fi Wireframes



Lo-Fi Wireframes



Lo-Fi Wireframes



Style Guide



Hi-Fi Wireframes



Hi-Fi Wireframes



Usability Testing - Summary
Usability Testing (out of 5) Participant 1 Participant 2 Participant 3 Participant 4 Participant 5 Participant 6 Total

Naming 5 5 5 5 5 5 30

Organization 4 4 5 5 5 5 28

First-time use and discoverability 5 5 4 4 4 5 27

Effectiveness 5 5 4 5 5 5 29

Navigation 5 5 5 5 4 4 28

Efficiency 5 5 4 4 5 5 28

Engagement 4 4 5 4 4 5 26



Usability Testing - Summary

Cons
● Login was a little confusing (but 

that’s due to the keyboard not 
yet being integrated for the 
ability to type using the 
prototype) 

● Tutorial would be helpful to 
first-time users 

● The search bar at the top of 
dashboard is a little bit confused

● Could use different color themes

Pros
● The app guided them through each 

step
● Everything was labeled nicely and 

the visuals made the interactions 
interesting and fun

● Overall easy to navigate and intuitive
● Pleasant and enjoyable to use, thus 

why spent most of the time 
exploring all accessible features

● Overall experience was smooth and 
clear



Final Recommendations

● Hide spending log on the dashboard or create a button that links 
to separate page

● Signify optional input fields such as adding an initial amount to a 
savings goal when first creating it

● Saving goal view should display the goal amount and end date
● Have a user onboarding tutorial for first-time users
● Add text to search bar to increase affordance as well as make the 

help icon more obvious that it is for budgeting tips
● Add description or memo field about the goal to keep track of its 

information
● Add category tags in the spending log in overall history

from usability testing



 

Prototype Recording
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1puRyimnfNiYKCjJ7hiIbp0S
U6IG9SO2s/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1puRyimnfNiYKCjJ7hiIbp0SU6IG9SO2s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1puRyimnfNiYKCjJ7hiIbp0SU6IG9SO2s/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1puRyimnfNiYKCjJ7hiIbp0SU6IG9SO2s/preview


 

Future Recommendations
● Onboarding tutorial for new users
● Building out the rest of the app (for 

budgeting, account balance view, bills and 
subscriptions, and profile)

● Linking to bank accounts, Apple Pay, and 
general cross-app compatibility



 

Appendices
User Research Questions and Answers:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dXoN3__ssvClCSWugO7TGd_Qw2-KVXjKYhsfZEfgaes/edit?usp=sharing 

Recommendation Table and Chart:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NSNqi2C_H2HnUBBRs0HjH4FiGUQ9brRX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112861036735456693141&rtpof
=true&sd=true 

Site Map and Annotations: 
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/5313ab60-2564-47c8-b96a-bba81fa9dc06/edit?viewport_loc=155%2C-9%2C3470%2C1659%2C0_0&invitationId=i
nv_be173ada-9e8a-4337-9d01-7cf0bed221ea

User Flow: 
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/78ac1608-8924-4f8d-acb0-485ff0a7d4d6/edit?viewport_loc=-1762%2C-1267%2C2825%2C1350%2C0_0&invitatio
nId=inv_95ebb1e5-f620-4fb8-9a1a-9a1bf06452a5 

Lo-Fi Wireframes and Annotations/Hi-Fi Wireframes/Style Guide: 
https://www.figma.com/file/7IYZKuAFmPGCX4jD4Tvixl/BudgetUni-LowFidelity-wireframes?node-id=0%3A1&t=Phrdbfs5VMaO07Bt-1 

Usability Testing: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dQdm6H1-iS5T5rdWVz9d4gC2DhFNPEeqoFTMt8AbIHY/edit?usp=sharing

Heuristic Evaluation: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1U93oCOfemC_9h0c0dgGCtaYyOCPK3bPdK-gdPZvSly0/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dXoN3__ssvClCSWugO7TGd_Qw2-KVXjKYhsfZEfgaes/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NSNqi2C_H2HnUBBRs0HjH4FiGUQ9brRX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112861036735456693141&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NSNqi2C_H2HnUBBRs0HjH4FiGUQ9brRX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112861036735456693141&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/5313ab60-2564-47c8-b96a-bba81fa9dc06/edit?viewport_loc=155%2C-9%2C3470%2C1659%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_be173ada-9e8a-4337-9d01-7cf0bed221ea
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/5313ab60-2564-47c8-b96a-bba81fa9dc06/edit?viewport_loc=155%2C-9%2C3470%2C1659%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_be173ada-9e8a-4337-9d01-7cf0bed221ea
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/78ac1608-8924-4f8d-acb0-485ff0a7d4d6/edit?viewport_loc=-1762%2C-1267%2C2825%2C1350%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_95ebb1e5-f620-4fb8-9a1a-9a1bf06452a5
https://lucid.app/lucidchart/78ac1608-8924-4f8d-acb0-485ff0a7d4d6/edit?viewport_loc=-1762%2C-1267%2C2825%2C1350%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_95ebb1e5-f620-4fb8-9a1a-9a1bf06452a5
https://www.figma.com/file/7IYZKuAFmPGCX4jD4Tvixl/BudgetUni-LowFidelity-wireframes?node-id=0%3A1&t=Phrdbfs5VMaO07Bt-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dQdm6H1-iS5T5rdWVz9d4gC2DhFNPEeqoFTMt8AbIHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1U93oCOfemC_9h0c0dgGCtaYyOCPK3bPdK-gdPZvSly0/edit?usp=sharing


Thanks!


